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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


PRAYER  IN  THE  MISSIONARY  ENTER- 
PRISE. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston,  Mass. 

Isaiah  represents  God  as  expressing 
surprise  that  He  could  find  no  man  who 
would  serve  as  Intercessor.  It  is  cer- 
tainly strange  that  among  the  millions 
of  professed  followers  of  the  Lamb  there 
are  so  few  who  have  been  at  Peniel,  who 
have  wept  and  made  supplication  unto 
God,  and  who  have  prevailed  as  Princes 
with  God.  Intercessors  who  “have  power 
over  the  angel”  of  the  covenant  is  the 
great  need  of  the  hour. 

PRAYER  GIVES  US  CLEAR  VISION  OF  THE  PROV- 
IDENTIAL MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  REIGNING 
MESSIAH. 

There  is  a human  and  a divine  side  in 
the  present  day  conflict.  In  October,  1911, 
Gen.  Friedrich  Yon  Bernhardi  published 
a book,  “Germany  and  the  Next  War.” 
He  gave  a remarkable  forecast  of  the  mil- 
itary operations  that  have  been  going 
on  for  the  past  months.  In  January, 
1913,  Prof.  Roland  G.  Usher,  of  Wash- 
ington University,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  pub- 
lished a book,  “Pan- Germanism,”  in 
which  he  outlined  the  political  plans  of 
the  rival  powers.  It  was  Germany’s  pur- 
pose to  crush  France  first.  Then!  do  up 
Russia.  And  last,  put  Great  Britain  out 
of  commission.  That  would  make  Pan- 
Germanism  an  accomplished  fact.  But 
there  is  a Pan-Britainism  which  is  equal- 


ly ambitious,  according  to  this  student. 
Great  Britain  intended  to  crush  Ger- 
many. Then  she  would  have  to  bring 
down  Russia  to  the  position  of  vassal. 
Then  France  would  be  relegated  to  the 
rear.  And  the  British  Empire  would 
then  dominate  land  and  sea. 

But  these  men  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  Jesus  is  upon  the  throne,  ruling  in 
the  midst  of  His  enemies;  and  that  He 
is  dashing  these  combined  powers  against 
each  other,  as  the  potsherds  of  the  earth, 
breaking  them  in  pieces,  because  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  . . . . 

has  been  using  them  for  twelve 
centuries  as  its  agents  in  persecuting 
His  witnesses,  and  the  time  has  come  to 
remove  that  mystery  of  iniquity  from  the 
earth.  Rome  used  these  governments 
to  slaughter  68,000,000  martyrs.  And 
now,  in  a sea  of  blood  the  debt  is  being 
exacted.  They  have  blood  to  drink,  for 
they  are  worthy.  But  only  those  who, 
by  prayer,  enter  into  the  secret  place  of 
the  Most  High  and  become  partakers  of 
His  mind,  can  follow  Him  in  this  con- 
flict as  He  goes  forth  conquering  and  to 
conquer,  and  rejoice  that  He  is  staining 
His  garments  with  the  blood  of  His 
enemies,  to  the  end  that  He  may  make 
way  for  His  Kingdom  on  the  earth. 

PRAYER  GIVES  US  THE  MIND  OF  CHRIST  IN  THE 
ENTERPRISE  OF  SAVING  THE  PERISHING. 

You  go  through  the  slums  of  a great 
city.  At  the  time  you  are  stirred  with 
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pity  for  the  poor-oppressed,  submerged  in 
physical  filth  and  moral  degradation. 
But,  like  the  man  beholding  his  natural 
face  in  a glass,  you  go  your  way  and  for- 
get what  manner  of  suffering  humanity 
you  had  seen.  But  when  Ballington 
Booth  went  through  the  slums  of  London 
he  inaugurated  the  Salvation  Army  to 
cleanse  them.  Thousands  knew  of  the 
horrors  of  the  African  slave  system.  But 
Clarkson  and  Wilberforce  struck  it  down 
in  the  British  Parliament  in  1835,  and 
John  Brown  and  Abraham  Lincoln  did 
the  same  here.  The  Saviour  saw  the 
multitudes  without  God,  and  He  was 
moved  with  compassion  because  they  were 
as  sheep  without  a Shepherd.  Paul  heard 
the  cry  of  the  man  from  Macedonia, 
"Come  over  and  help  us !”  and  his  soul 
responded : "I  am  coming/’  And  at 

Philippi,  Thessalonica,  Berea  and 
Athens  and  Corinth,  "his  soul  was  stirred 
within  him  and  he  testified.”  William 
Carey  read  the  report  of  the  heathen  in 
India,  and  he  went  to  their  relief  with- 
out purse  or  scrip;  and  God  used  him. 
David  Livingstone  went  to  South  Africa 
to  join  Robert  Moffat.  But  when  he  saw 
the  dreadful  kidnapping  system  of  the 
slave  drivers,  he  resolved  that  he  would 
explore  the  continent  and  open  the  way 
for  civilization  and  the  gospel,  to  the  end 
that  the  African  slave  trade  might  end. 
Morrison  saw  in  vision  the  satandom  of 
China  and  heard  the  cry  of  the  bond- 
slaves,  and  he  went  to  liberate  them.  The 
same  vision  Paton  had  of  New  Hebrides; 
Judson  of  Burmah,  and  Cyrus  Hamlin 
of  Constantinople.  Well,  it  is  only  by 
prayer  in  God’s  presence  chamber,  that  we 
can  become  possessed  with  His  mind,  in 
breaking  the  chains  of  Romanism  that 
hold  225,000,000  in  bondage,  and  of 
Greek  Catholicism,  that  hold  125,000,000, 
and  of  Mohammedanism,  that  hold  200,- 
000,000,  and  of  Confucianism,  that  hold 


200,000,000.  "This  kind  goeth  not  out 
but  by  prayer,”  said  the  Saviour  to  the 
nine  disciples  who  were  discredited  and 
chagrined,  because  they  had  tried  and 
failed  to  cast  out  the  evil  spirit. 

PRAYER  LEADS  TO  A TOTAL  AND  GLAD  SELF- 
SURRENDER TO  CHRIST  AS  OUR  LEADER 
AND  COMMANDER. 

It  is  usual  to  say : Prayer  is  adoration, 
confession,  petition  and  thanksgiving. 
But  all  this  is  blasphemy,  unless  it  is 
shot  through  with  our  total  and  glad  self- 
surrender  to  Christ  as  Saviour  and  Lord. 
The  climax  of  prayer  is  not  desire,  al- 
though that  is  its  moving  cause;  nor 
aspiration,  although  soul  thirst  for  God 
is  its  animus;  not  praise,  although  adora- 
tion is  the  sine  qua  non  of  effectual 
prayer;  but  it  is  a total,  glad  and  irre- 
versible self -surrender  to  Christ  as  our 
Saviour-King.  "Not  my  will,  but  Thine 
be  done,”  is  the  ultimate  of  prayer.  The 
turning  point  in  the  life  of  Saul  of 
Tarsus  was  when  Jesus  appeared  to  him 
near  Damascus.  Before  he  was  a leader 
in  opposing  Christ.  But  then  and  there 
he  surrendered  unconditionally.  "Lord, 
what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do  ?”  His  will 
bowed  wholly  to  Christ’s  will.  "I  was  not 
disobedient  to  the  heavenly  vision.”  God 
limited  Himself  when  He  created  man  in 
His  image  and  endowed  him  with  the  in- 
alienable right  of  sovereign  choice.  He 
will  not  invade  that  domain.  God  limited 
Himself  still  more  when  He  gave  man 
dominion  over  the  visible  creation.  He 
now  waits  upon  man,  and  if  man  will  not 
do  His  work  it  remains  undone.  God 
could  have  created  a full  and  ready  sup- 
ply for  man.  But  He  appointed  man  to 
cultivate  the  soil.  He  could  have  created 
a race  to  people  the  earth.  But  He  chose 
to  fill  it  with  inhabitants  by  ordinary 
generation.  And  He  could  have  written 
His  gospel  on  the  face  of  the  sky,  so  that 
all  could  read  it,  each  in  his  own 
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language.  But  He  chose  to  commit  it  as 
a trust  to  His  people  and  commission 
them  to  proclaim  it  to  every  creature. 
And,  unless  they  carry  the  good  news  to 
the  perishing  nations,  they  go  down  to 
eternal  death.  In  Psalm  78:41,  “Yea, 
turning  back,  they  tempted  God,  and 
limits  set  upon  Him,  who  in  midst  of 
Israel  is  the  only  Holy  One.”  By  their 
rebellion,  in  proposing  to  substitute  an- 
other leader  for  Moses,  and  return  to 
Egypt,  they  put  a limit  upon  the  exercise 
of  God’s  power  in  taking  them  into 
Canaan  and  driving  out  the  Amorites  at 
once.  We  limit  God’s  power  to  save  the 
heathen  nations  at  once  by  our  worldli- 
ness and  self-seeking ; by  our  unbelief  and 
prayerlessness.  “Let  us  go  up  at  once  and 
possess  the  land,  for  we  be  fully  able.” 
Hudson  Taylor  related,  that  one  of  the 
workers  in  the  China  Inland  Mission  was 
unusually  successful,  although  less 
talented  than  many  others.  A man  in 
London  in  business,  after  the  meeting, 
spoke  to  Dr.  Taylor  and  asked  particu- 
larly about  the  successful  worker.  “Do 
you  know  him?”  “Yes,  he  and  I were 
classmates  at  college.  We  correspond 
regularly.  He  sends  me  names  of  peo- 
ple whom  he  is  seeking,  and  I pray  for 
the  list  individually  until  he  writes  of 
their  conversion.”  “That  explains  the 
success  of  our  missionary.”'  If  all  the 
Covenanters  in  America  were  in  touch 
with  our  missionaries  in  China  and  Syria 
and  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus  like  that, 
what  a harvest  of  souls  would  be  gathered. 
“The  people  that  know  their  God  shall 
be  strong  and  do  exploits.” 

PRAYER  MOVES  THE  WILL  OF  GOD- 

When  George  Whitefield  entered  Ox- 
ford, Eng.,  he  was  a skeptic.  But  John 
and  Charles  Wesley  were  there,  and  they 
had  learned  from  the  Moravians  to  com- 
mune with  God.  They  led  Whitefield  to 
Christ.  Their  zeal  closed  the  churches 


against  them  and  they  became  field 
preachers.  But  the  Wesleys,  in  their  zeal 
for  man’s  free  choice,  repudiated  foreordi- 
nation. Whitefield  believed  that  God  had 
foreordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass. 
And  yet  he  was  not  a fatalist.  He  be- 
lieved that  God  has  made  prayer  a part  of 
His  eternal  system  and  its  answer  has 
been  provided  for.  And  so  he  parted 
company  with  Armenians  and  became  a 
Calvinist.  Peter’s  success  in  preaching 
on  Pentecost  and  the  ten  days’  prayer  in 
the  upper  room  are  connected  as  cause 
and  effect.  And  by  prayer  Whitefield 
moved  the  dry  bones  in  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland  and  Wales,  and  in  the  At- 
lantic States  from  Georgia  to  Maine,  and 
welded  the  fused  colonies  into  one  com- 
pact people  prepared  for  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  independence.  In  answer  to 
prayers  in  the  Revival  of  1857,  God  pre- 
pared our  country  for  the  Civil  War  and 
the  emancipation  of  4,000,000  African 
slaves.  And  now  in  answer  to  prayer, 
God  will  delete  the  Roman  priesthood 
from  Mexico  and  by  the  gospel  of  God’s 
dear  Son,  make  that  unhappy  people  cap- 
able of  setting  up  and  sustaining  a free 
government.  In  answer  to  prayer  the 
nations  of  Europe  will  be  made  to  see 
that  the  Roman  papacy  has  been  making 
rulers  and  people  drunk  with  the  wine  of 
her  fornication,  and  their  only  hope  is  in 
banishing  the  satanized  system  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  In  answer  to  prayer 
our  land  will  be  brought  to  see  that 
Rome,  allied  with  infidelity,  is  the  mortal 
foe  of  our  free  government,  and  only  in 
deleting  the  priesthood  from  the  realm  of 
political  life  and  in  bringing  the  organic 
people  into  true  allegiance  to  the  Lord 
Christ  will  our  “peace  be  like  a river 
and  our  righteousness  like  waves  of  the 
sea.”  And  in  answer  to  prayer,  the  dry 
bones  of  Japan,  China  and  Turkey  will 
be  moved,  and  a Christian  State  with 
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Christ  as  the  official  Head  of  the  execu-  worship  and  government,  will  be  installed, 
live,  legislative  and  judicial  departments,  ‘‘Who  knows  but  thou  art  come  to  the 

and  a Christian  Church,  with  Christ  as  Kingdom  for  such  a day  as  this  ?” 

the  Head  of  her  doctrine,  discipline, 

Dr.  Samuel  Zwemer, who  has  given  his  life  to  work  among  the 

Mohammedans,  calls  attention  to  the  great  need  and  the  critical  situation  in  the  con- 
test with  Mohammedanism.  He  says : 

“None  of  the  unoccupied  fields  of  Asia,  not  even  Arabia,  can  compare  in  strategic 
urgency  to-day  with  the  unoccupied  regions  in  Africa,  where  the  forces  are  assembling 
now  for  the  great  conflict  between  ‘The  Cross’  and  ‘The  Crescent/  and  where  the  vast 
unoccupied  fields  are  the  battleground.  At  present,  Islam  is  conquering,  and  nothing 
can  stay  its  onward  march  or  can  redeem  Africa  from  its  grasp  but  the  carrying  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  into  every  part  of  the  unoccupied  fields.  Paganism  crumbles  before 
Islam.  The  situation  is  critical,  and  the  testimony,  as  regards  the  urgency  of  this 
part  of  the  missionary  problem,  is  unanimous  in  its  character,  and  comes  from  every 
part  of  the  mission  field.  From  Syria,  Japan,  the  Philippine  Islands,  China,  India, 
Burma,  Ceylon,  the  New  Hebrides,  Sumatra,  Arabia,  Baluchistan,  and  even  Peru, 
testimony  has  come  that  in  the  estimation  of  leading  missionaries  in  these  countries, 
the  most  urgent  missionary  world  problem  is  to  meet  and  overcome  the  Mohamme- 
dan advances  in  Africa,  and  this  testimony  concerns  the  unoccupied  fields  of  Africa.” 

We  are  thankful  to  those  who  are  acting  as  agents,  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Church  in  general  for  their  hearty  response  to  the  request  for  subscriptions  to  Olive 
Trees  for  1915.  There  are  very  few  of  the  lists  sent  in  that  do  not  have  some  new 
names.  Our  goal  is  to  put  a copy  in  every  home.  Youngstown  Congregation  is  the 
first  on  the  roll  of  honor.  They  have  sent  in  more  subscriptions  than  they  have  fam- 
ilies. Dr.  Sommerville  gives  the  secret  of  a copy  going  into  every  home  in  the  Youngs- 
town Congregation  (and  then  some),  when  he  says,  “It  is  because  the  pastor  has  a 
missionary  heart  as  big  as  his  body.”  % 

We  want  the  agents  to  have  Olive  Trees  always  on  their  hearts,  and  when  they 
see  an  opportunity,  secure  subscriptions.  We  will  start  subscriptions  with  any  month, 
but  we  want  them  to  end  at  the  close  of  the  calendar  year.  For  six  months  or  more 
the  rate  will  be  12  copies  for  $1.00.  Less  than  six  months,  10  cents  a copy. 

We  sent  the  January  number  to  all  the  old  subscribers,  and  also  to  all  new  names 
received  in  time,  or  while  the  edition  lasted.  Anv  who  got  the  January  number  and 
who  do  not  want  the  magazine  for  the  year  can  follow  one  of  three  courses:  They 

can  keep  the  copy  and  enjoy  it  free  of  charge  and  send  me  a card  saying  they  wish  to 
discontinue  it.  They  can  return  the  copy  to  me  with  the  same  message,  or  they  can 
send  me  ten  cents  for  the  copy.  But  better  than  any  of  these  three,  is  for  them  to 
reconsider  the  matter  and  send  me  a dollar  for  the  whole 'year. 

We  believe  Olive  Trees  is  the  messenger  of  the  Lord,  and  in  increasing  its  circu- 
lation we  are  helping  the  Lord.  In  the  Lord’s  name  we  thank  you  all  for  your  help. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Sincerely  yours, 

E.  A.  Blair. 


News  of  the  Churches. 


29 


NEWS  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 

ABROAD, 


Asia  Minor,  Mersina. — A letter  from 
Key.  A.  J.  McFarland,  dated  Dec.  7, 
J914,  contains  interesting  items: 

It  seems  some  time  since  I wrote  any- 
thing to  yon,  and  as  the  ban  has  been 
lifted  from  onr  mother  tongue  and  the 
rush  of  work  is  not  pressing  me  quite  so 
hard,  this  Monday  morning,  I will  try  to 
send  you  a few  lines. 

Held  our  ' three  communions  last 
month  without  assistance,  and  had  very 
satisfactory  meetings,  notwithstanding 
some  wet  weather,  which  we  always 
count  on  this  time  of  year.  Fifteen  new 
members  were  received,  three  being  for- 
mer members  of  Dr.  Martin’s  Mission  at 
Antioch.  A good  many  of  our  members 
have  gone  away  during  the  interval  since 
the  last  communion,  so  our  numbers 
were,  somewhat  reduced.  Seventy-six 
communed  at  the  three  places.  Over 
two  hundred  attended  the  service  on 
Sabbath  morning  at  Tarsus,  nearly  all  of 
whom  have  really  left  their  old  religious 
affiliation,  but  the  majority  of  whom 
have  not  yet  the  courage  to  identify 
themselves  more  decidedly  with  us.  Nine 
different  sects  were  represented  in  this 
Tarsus  audience.  Our  schools  are  flour- 
ishing as  never  before,  although  our 
boarding  department  is  kept  small  on 
account  of  the  expense.  The  closing  of 
other  schools  accounts  for  this  in  part. 
We  entertained  twenty-seven  of  the  ex- 
pelled nuns  for  about  six  days,  while 
they  waited  for  their  steamer.  They 
showed  their  appreciation  by  a nice  con- 
tribution to  the  school  when  they  were 
leaving.  The  male  religious  teachers  of 
all  the  belligerents  were  not  allowed  to 
leave.  This  includes  our  Covenanter 


brother  on  the  Gulf,  who  is  not  only  not 
allowed  to  leave,  but  is  not  allowed  to 
live  at  home,  but  is  confined  to  Adana, 
although  with  full  liberty  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  without  interference  in 
any  way,  simply  on  parole.  Our  Consul 
has  appealed  to  the  Embassy,  and  has 
some  hope  that  the  order  may  be  changed 
so  as  to  allow  all  clericals  to  go. 

Dr.  K.  could  have  gone  early  in  the 
affair,  but  preferred  to  remain  and  do 
what  he  could  to  keep  the  work  going,  as 
Dr.  Martin  left  in  September  and  has 
been  in  Cyprus  ever  since.  But  new 
orders  come  every  few  days,  so  it  is  use- 
less to  try  to  predict  anything. 

Have  had  no  letters  from  America 
since  the  first  of  November,  but  some  of 
the  circle  began  to  get  some  last  week, 
which  had  been  opened,  so  we  hope  some 
more  will  trickle  through  in  time.  All 
our  papers  from  England  have  been 
stopped,  but  American  papers  are  begin- 
ning to  come  through  fairly  well,  con- 
sidering. We  miss  the  little  Orient  from 
Constantinople,  which  is  not  allowed  to 
come.  All  our  circle  are  well.  You  will 
have  heard  of  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Edgar 
and  son,  Faris,  who  were  taken  down  with 
small-pox  just  as  Turkey  was  entering 
the  arena.  The  report  last  week  was  that 
they  were  doing  well,  as  it  had  proved  a 
very  light  form  of  the  disease. 

The  plan  for  transmitting  funds  has 
worked  well,  and  the  big  corporation  has 
treated  us  very  liberally  in  the  matter  of 
exchange  in  addition  to  the  favor  of  trans- 
mitting it  at  all. 

A road  or  street  has  been  cut  diagonally 
across  our  vacant  lot  in  Tarsus  by  the 
military,  but  the  civil  authorities  assure  us 
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they  will  see  that  it  is  returned  to  us  ere 
long.  They  even  deny  the  right  of  the 
military  to  take  it  in  the  manner  they  did. 
We  had  just  rented  it  for  the  winter  to 
the  Christies  for  an  athletic  field,  but  the 
street  has  spoiled  it  for  that,  or  at  least 
for  a football  field,  which  they  needed 
most.  Our  daughter,  Margaret,  is  very 
happy  in  the  American  Faculty  school  in 
Beirut,  owing  to  the  kindness  of  friends 
in  the  Mission  there. 

We  will  greatly  miss  the  monthly  visits 
of  Olive  Trees,  but  know  that  it  must 
have  been  a very  heavy  burden  for  you  to 
carry  all  these  years.  You  can  have  the 
reward  of  knowing  that  it  was  a task  well 
done  and  much  appreciated,  although 
many  did  not  show  their  appreciation  in 
as  practical  a manner  as  they  might  and 
should  have  done. 

Our  circle  are  all  well  and  the  country 
is  quiet,  too  quiet  for  good  business. 
There  is  much  destitution,  especially 
among  soldiers’  families. 

* 

Mr.  McFarland  also  wrote  to  Dr. 
Metheny  on  the  3d  of  December  as  fol- 
lows : 

“After  inflicting  on  you  an  Arabic  let- 
ter, it  is  hut  fair,  now  when  the  ban  on 
English  is  lifted,  that  I should  try  to 
compensate  in  a measure  by  writing  you 
something  in  our  mother  tongue.  About 
the  best  news  I have  to  give  you  is  that 
American  letters  have  commenced  to  filter 
through  again,  the  first  since  the  entry  of 
Turkey  into  the  open  arena.  The  first 
were  from  your  city.  We  hope  that  they 
will  keep  coming  now,  for  I have  not  had 
a word  from  mother  since  Oct.  5,  which 
reached  me  a month  ago  to-day.  We  are 
not  noticing  much  change,  so  far  as  our 
peace  of  mind  is  concerned,  in  reference 
to  local  matters.  They  are  keeping  good 
order  under  martial  law  and  our  move- 
ments are  almost  as  free  as  ever,  except 


that  once  in  a while  an  officer  will  ask  to 
see  our  passports  when  we  are  outside  of 
our  home  town,  as  for  instance  at  the 
station  in  Tarsus  on  my  way  home  the 
first  of  this  week.  Your  sister’s  Irish 
colleague  is  still  interned  at  Adana,  but 
is  allowed  entire  freedom  within  the 
limits  of  the  city.  He  is  lodging  in  the 
American  Board  Hospital.  The  order  at 
present  forbids  any  male  citizens  of  bel- 
ligerents to  leave  the  country.  Our  Con- 
sul has  appealed  in  his  behalf  and  on  be- 
half of  some  French  priests,  to  our  Em- 
bassy and  hopes  that  the  clericals  at  least 
may  be  excepted  from  the  order. 

“A  recent  letter  from  Latakia  reports 
all  quiet  there  with  Dr.  Stewart  as  tem- 
porary American  Consular  Agent.  Mr. 
Edgar  and  son  Faris  were  just  recovering 
from  a slight  attack  of  the  small-pox. 
Miss  Edgar  was  taking  care  of  them,  while 
the  rest  of  the  family  had  been  removed 
to  the  girls’  school.  Our  schools  are  all 
booming,  and  there  is  no  immediate  pros- 
pect .of  interference.  The  closing  of  the 
Jesuit  schools  throws  us  some  new  pupils. 
We  had  twenty-seven  of  the  expelled 
nuns  as  lodgers-  for  six  days,  while  they 
waited  for  their  steamer.  The  girls’ 
dormitory  was  given  over  to  them,  and 
Miss  French’s  room  and  our  guest  room 
accommodated  the  overflow.  The  Sister 
Superior  made  a nice  little  contribution 
to  the  school  in  token  of  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  hospitality  extended  to  them. 
Their  Catholic  friends  have  been  telling 
some  of  our  people  that  they  would  never 
have  expected  to  see  Protestants  showing 
any  humanity  toward  any  of  their  teach- 
ers, as  they  had  been  taught  to  shun  us 
as  they  would  shun  deadly  reptiles. 

“Held  three  communions  in  November, 
one  at  each  of  our  main  stations.  Had 
good  attendance  at  all,  but  at  Tarsus  es- 
pecially, where  over  200  were  present  for 
the  Sabbath  morning  service.  Nine  dif- 
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ferent  sects  were  represented.  Seventy- 
six  communed  at  three  places  and  fifteen 
new  members  were  received,  three  being 
former  members  of  the  Antioch  congre- 
gation. Two  of  our  Tarsus  members  had 
been  taken  for  the  army,  one  of  them 
leaving  his  family  quite  destitute.  The 
other  is  the  husband  of  our  teacher  at 
Day-et  es-Sheik,  so  his  family  will  not  be 
in  such  a bad  case. 

“Margaret  (his  daughter)  writes  cheery 
letters  from  Beirut  and  reports  the 
Faculty  school  prospering  and  all  other 
American  work  going  along  about  as 
usual.  The  North  Carolina  was  still  there 
last  week,  the  Tennessee  having  gone  up 
near  Smyrna.  The  population  in  all  the 
coast  towns  has  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  flight  of  the  faint-hearted  of  all 
classes.  Got  all  the  October  numbers  of 
the  Literary  Digest  last  week  and  the  first 
November  number.  This  is  all  the  news 
we  have  had  since  Nov.  1,  except  some 
dailies  the  Consul  has  received  and  kindly 
loaned  us.” 

Cyprus,  Larnaca. — A business  letter 
from  Rev.  Walter  McCarroll,  dated  Dec. 
.16,  1914,  closes  with  a few  items/ for  our 
readers : 

School  work  is  going  on  quietly  and 
steadily.  Preaching  services  are  very 
well  attended.  There  are  quite  a number 
of  Syrian  refugees  here,  and  some  of 
them  come  to  church,  though  they  are 
not  Protestants.  Dr.  Martin  and  family 
are  still  here  living  on  the  Mission 
premises  in  a small  house  or  bungalow 
which  was  in  the  school  garden.  They 
are  quite  comfortable,  seeing  that  they 
came  without  any  furniture.  We  are  all 
in  usual  health. 

China,  Tak  Hing. — Dr.  J.  M.  Wright 
writes  to  Dr.  Metheny,  Nov.  25,  1914: 

“The  Red  Cross  sent  $400.00  (Mex. — 


about  $200.00  gold)  to  the  hospital  to  be 
used  in  caring  for  the  needy  sick  of  our 
flood  district,  and  our  hospital  help  were 
out  about  a week  in  this  work.  They 
visited  14  villages  and  preached  to  1500 
people,  gave  medicine  to  403  sick.  Your 
humble  friend  had  to  be  carried  across 
a mud  pond,  and  the  carrier  stumbled 
and  got  part  of  his  burden  on  dry  land 
and  part  in  the  mud.” 

% 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb,  Tak  Hing,  writes  to 
Dr.  Metheny,  November  23,  1914: 

“Your  letter  of  October  9 reached 
me  after  a long  and  probably  circuitous 
route.  The  war  has  knocked  our  mail 
service  all  out.  No  less  than  seven  mail 
steamers  have  been  taken  off  the  Pacific 
since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and 
among  them  four  Empress  boats,  the 
fastest  that  we  had.  So  we  are  left  with 
fewer  steamers,  and  all  slow  ones  at  that. 
We  are  not  yelling,  however,  for  apart 
from  that  phase  of  the  situation,  we  are 
not  being  discommoded  by  the  war.  I 
have  been  observing  Turkey^s  move- 
ments, and  am  wondering  what  the  situ- 
ation is  with  the  mission  and  the  mis- 
sionaries in  that  land.  We  are  looking 
for  A.  I.  and  family  now  on  the  7th  of 
December,  on  the  S.S.  Persia-.  The 
Mitchells  are  here  on  their  way  from  Lo 
Ting  to  Hong  Kong.  They  expect  to 
sail  December  1.” 

% 

The  following  are  extracts  from  let- 
ters of  Miss  Adams,  furnished  Rev.  R.  A. 
Blair  by  Dr.  Scott : 

The  medical  staff  is  making  distribu- 
tion of  the  Red  Cross  contribution. 
Patients  are  coming  to  the  hospital  to 
get  the  free  treatment.  Last  week  the 
doctors  and  four  of  the  medical  students 
went  up  the  river  to  a village  about  six 
miles  from  Tak  Hing.  It  was  a market 
day.  The  people  were  very  friendly. 
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This  week  the  same  company  with  some 
of  the  other  foreigners  added  made  a 
trip  down  the  river.  They  treated  sixty 
patients  on  this  trip.  They  take  gospels, 
leaflets,  and  picture  cards,  along  with 
them  and  distribute  and  sell.  The  peo- 
ple have  all  been  so  friendly. 

Dr.  Wright,  with  some  of  the  medi- 
cal students  (Hon  Shaang,  one  of  these 
students,  has  also  had  the  theological 
course),  took  a trip  up  the  Ma  Hui 
River.  They  visited  fourteen  villages, 
treated  403  patients  and  preached  the 
gospel  to  a thousand  people  who  had 
never  heard'  the  gospel  before.  They 
would  first  go  to  the  village  public 
ball  and  hunt  up  the  village  elder  and 
the  officials,  and  have  an  informal  re- 
ception with  them.  They  told  the  pur- 


pose of  their  coming  to  the  village  elder. 
The  elder  and  his  assistants  provided 
meals  and  lodging  for  them,  and  when 
they  needed  to  go  back  and  forth  across 
the  river  their  passage  was  provided.  It 
would  have  been  an  insult  for  them  to 
offer  money  for  this.  Dr.  Wright  said  it 
was  such  a satisfactory  trip. 

To-da}^  is  a lucky  day  among  the 
Chinese,  and  there  are  a number  of  wed- 
dings.   The  school  girls  are  invited 

out  to  a wedding  feast  this  evening.  Two 
of  the  Chinese  presented  Miss  Hous- 
ton with  a nice  yellow  chicken  on  her 
birthday.  The  custom  is  to  return  two- 
tenths  of  the  value  of  the  gift  received,  so 
she  sent  her  card  with  a little  donation 
the  next  morning. 


AT  home:. 

In  the  issue  of  Olive  Trees  for  December,  1914  (page  275),  there  appears  a brief 
paper  in  memory  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Sterrett,  of  Olathe,  Kansas.  In  arranging  the 
article  for  the  press,  we  threw  away  the  elaborate  heading,  but  did  not  notice  that  the 
name  went  with  it.  This  correction  is  made  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Ida  B.  Moore.  We 
request  that  hereafter  any  one  sending  such  a notice  will  put  it  in  the  form  of  a 
minute  without  a heading,  and  no  “Resolutions,  1,  2,  3,”  which  mean  nothing  and 
simply  take  up  room. 

A friend  of  missions  needs  the  May,  June,  July  and  August  numbers  of  Herald  of 
Mission  News  of  1896  to  complete  a set  for  binding.  Any  one  having  these  numbers, 
thrown  aside  with  other  old  papers,  will  confer  a favor  by  mailing  them  to  Olive0 
Trees,  327  West  Fifty-sixth  Street,  New  York.  We  will  cheerfully  pay  25  cents  for 
each  of  these  issues. 

Mr.  Blair  wishes  us  to  say  to  our  readers  that  the  change  of  subscription  date  on 
the  wrapper  will  be  made  by  March.  We  request  subscribers  to  be  patient,  as 
the  preparation  of  a new  mailing  list  involves  a great  deal  of  work. 

The  truly  Christian  life  takes  as  itsi  motto:  “As  we  have  opportunity,  let  us  do 
good  unto  all  men.”  It  finds,  it  contrives  to  make  such  opportunities,  and,  in  helping 
others,  the  follower  of  Christ  is  helped  himself.  For  Christian  service  is  twice 
blessed ; any  deed  of  love  you  render  will  not  only  benefit  him  you  seek  to  aid,  but  it 
will  prove  a blessing  to  yourself.  You  will  not  be  thinking  of  recompense,  but  Jesus 
will  see  to  it  that  if  you  give  even  a cup  of  cold  water  in  His  name  to  a thirsty 
soul,  it  shall  not  be  left  -without  reward. — C.  A.  Salmond . 
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FAITHFUL  MISSIONARIES. 

Dr.  Metheny  has  kindly  sent  us  the 
lollowing  letter  received  through  the 
kindness  of  the  Rev.  W.  Russell,  M.  A., 
Paisle}^  Secretary  of  the  Irish-Scotch 
Syrian  Mission  Board: 

Alexandretta,  Syria, 
November  21, 1914. 

“Dear  Mr.  Russell: 

“On  Monday,  the  16th,  the  Governor 
of  the  town  sent  for  Dr.  Kennedy  and 
he  went  to  see  him,  thinking  the  con- 
versation would  he  about  the  new  regu- 
lations for  schools.  To  his  surprise,  he 
was  told  that  he  was  to  proceed  to  the 
interior  of  the  country  in  three  days. 
All  British,  French  and  Russian  male 
subjects  had  to  do  the  same.  He  asked 
for  an  extension,  and  he  and  another 
Englishman  from  Dort  Yol  were  granted 
five  days.  They  were  to  be  allowed  to 
choose  their  destination,  but  it  was  to 
be  at  least  six  hours*  journey  from  the 
coast. 

“Our  U.  S.  Consular  Agent,  a Cyprus 
Greek  who  is  a French  subject,  was  ex- 
cepted from  the  order  of  transportation, 
as  the  United  States  is  a neutral  power. 
He  is  a great  friend  of  both  the  Kyma- 
kam  and  Dr.  Kennedy.  He  at  once 
wired  to  the  U.  S.  Consul  in  Aleppo  ask- 
ing him  to  use  his  good  offices  with  the 
Vali  of  Aleppo  to  get  permission  for  Dr. 
Kennedy  to  go  and  stay  in  his  summer 
house  in  Saghuk  Oluk.  The  American 
Consul  did  so  and  wired  us  that  the  Vali 
of  Aleppo  was  waring  to  the  Kymakam 
of  Alexandretta  that  Dr.  Kennedy  might 
spend  the  time  of  his  detention  in  Sag- 
huk Oluk.  We  had  yet  no  official  word 
from  the  Kymakam,  but  the  thing 
seemed  settled.  This  was  on  Wednes- 


day. Alas,  on  Thursday  the  American 
Consular  Agent  here  got  aboard  a steam- 
er and  sailed  away.  This  made  the 
Kymakam  furious,  as  he  had  been  sure 
he  would  not  try  to  leave  the  country. 

“The  upshot  was  that  when  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy went  on  Thursday  to  see  the  Kyma- 
kam he  told  him  that  one  foreigner  had 
tricked  him  and  he  could  not  trust  an- 
other. He  sealed  up  the  agent’s  house 
and  confiscated  his  motors  and  alto- 
gether showed  his  displeasure.  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy then  said  that  he  preferred  Adana 
to  any  other  inland  city  and  asked  for 
1 Lis  pass.  You  see,  a foreigner  cannot  go 
to  the  raibway  station  at  all  nowr  with- 
out making  himself  liable  to  arrest.  The 
Kymakam.  said  that  he  would  send  the 
pass  the  next  day.  Dr.  Kennedy  re- 
minded him  that  the  next  day  was  Fri- 
day, when  public  business  is  not  trans- 
acted and  that  the  train  left  Saturday 
morning  early  for  Adana.  The  Kyma- 
kam said  that  that  was  true  and  that  he 
would  send  the  pass  that  same  evening. 
He  did  not  do  so.  Meantime  w^ord  had 
been  sent  to  the  American  Consul  in 
Aleppo  that  the  American  Consular 
Agent’s  escape  had  prejudiced  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy’s case.  The  answer  came  from  the 
American  Consul  that  the  tvro  cases  had 
no  connection  and  that  Dr.  Kennedy’s 
case  should  not  be  affected.  All  day 
Friday  people  tried  to  get  a hearing  to 
plead  for  Dr.  Kennedy  with  the  Kyma- 
kam, but  he  would  see  no  one.  As  no 
pass  came  from  him,  w^e  concluded  that 
Dr.  Kennedy  w^as  not  to  be  sent  away 
before  Monday,  on  which  day  the  next 
train  would  leave  for  Adana.  Late  last 
night  a man  got  wrord  with  the  Kyma- 
kam, but  he  told  the  pleader  it  was  no 
use.  At  10  o’clock  at  night  a gendarme 
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(policeman)  came  to  tell  Dr.  Kennedy 
. that  he  was  to  leave  at  7 this  morning 
and  that  they  would  bring  a cab  for 
him.  The  cab  came  before  7 this  morn- 
ing with  a gendarme  (policeman).  Jen- 
nie went  to  the  station  with  him.  The 
other  Englishman  was  also  taken  to  the 
station  in  the  same  way.  Both  he  and 
Dr.  Kennedy  were  sent  under  guard  on 
the  train  to  Adana.  One  of  the  teachers 
asked  to  see  the  note  that  the  gendarme 
was  taking  from  our  Kymakam  to  the  Yali 
of  Adana  relative  to  Dr.  Kennedy  and 
Mr.  Hatkinson.  He  was  not  permitted 
to  see  it.  Jennie  says  that  as  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy said  good-bye  at  the  station  he  told 
her  if  she  could  manage  to  get  word 
through  to  you  to  say  that  even  if  the 
worst  conies  to  the  worst  he  has  no  re- 
grets for  the  stand  he  took  in  remain- 
ing. He  did  it  for  Christ’s  sake  and  for 
the  sake  of  his  flock  here. 

“All  this  took  place  about  two  hours 
ago  and  Jennie  is  in  no  state  to  write 
and  lias  got  me  to  do  it.  She  had  the 
choice  of  going  with  her  husband,  leav- 
ing the  country  or  staying  on.  She  has 
chosen  the  latter  course.  Of  course  I 
stay  with  her. 

“The  sympathy  of  the  people  has  been 
most  comforting.  One  could  read  in 
their  faces  what  the  news  was  with  re- 
gard to  Dr.  Kenned}^s  affairs  from  hour 
to  hour.  When  news  came  that  he  was 
to  he  allowed  to  go  to  Saghuk  Oluk,  the 
house  was  literally  filled  with  people 
coming  to  congratulate  us.  Now  they 
sorrow  in  our  sorrow,  all  creeds  and 
races. 

“Please  say  to  Dr.  Lynd  that  I thank 
him  for  his  letters.  Nothing  has  reached 
us  from  the  outside  for  weeks  now. 

“Please  send  copies  of  this  letter  to 
Dr.  Kennedy’s  people,  to  Mrs.  Will  Ed- 
gar. Sterling,  Kansas,  and  to  my  brother 
Sterrett  and  mother. 


“We  wonder  what  will  come  of  the 
schools  and  the  work,  but  we  know  noth- 
ing can  happen  that  is  not  allowed  by 
God.  We  trust  ourselves  and  our  dear 
one  to  that  Surgeon  of  Souls  who  never 
makes  mistakes. 

“For  my  own  part  I want  to  say  that 
I feel  sure  that  our  staying  here  has 
borne  good  fruit.  Dr.  Kennedy’s  manly 
and  Christian  behavior  has  taught  the 
people  a new  lesson  in  faith  and  courage 
and  has  proved  his  love  for  them  with- 
out a shadow  of  a doubt.  And  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedy’s grief  and  pain  has  drawn  them 
very  near  to  her.  She  is  in  great  dis- 
tress, dear  girl,  but  brave  and  faithful 
as  ever.” 

Evangeline  Metheny. 

Dr.  Metheny  says : “In  his  letter  to 
me  Mr.  Eussell  writes : Tt  is  very  brave 
of  Mrs.  Kennedy  and  Miss  Metheny  to 
remain  at  their  station  in  such  a time. 
I do  trust  that  when  at  length  peace  is 
declared  we  shall  all  have  reason  to  re- 
joice in  their  most  courageous  decision. 
The  fact  that  Dr.  Kennedy  and  his  wife 
agreed  to  separate  seems  to  indicate  that 
they  did  not  regard  the  situation  as  by 

any  means  hopeless. I believe 

that  our  Mission  is  regarded  with  sub- 
stantial good  will  at  Alexandretta,  and 
I do  trust  that  nothing  will  be  done  to 
cause  regret  that  the  Mission  staff  re- 
mained.’ ” 

CHEERING  NEWS. 

Dr.  Methen}7  says : “Through  the  cour- 
tesy of  Miss  C.  M.  Morton,  a member  of 
Cambridge  congregation  and  a secretarial 
helper  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Patton  of  the 
American  Board,  we  have  received  the 
following  circular  which  is  sent  out  by 
that  Board.  She  writes : T think  we  can 
afford  one  of  these  for  the  R.  P.  Board’ : 
“January  2,  1915. 
“To  the  Friends  of  Missionaries: 
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‘‘Knowing  how  anxious  you  all  are 
with  reference  to  the  comfort  and  safety 
of  our  dear  ones  in  Turkey,  I now  re- 
port the  receipt  of  a considerable  mail 
from  various  stations  in  the  Turkish 
Empire.  The  hulk  of  this  was  received 
this  week,  and  comprises  two  letters 
from  Adana,  three  from  Harpoot,  two 
from  Mardin,  several  from  Constanti- 
nople, one  from  Smyrna — the  latest  date 
being  that  of  December  4,  but  most 
of  them  hearing  date  from  the  middle 
to  the  last  of  November. 

“Not  one  of  these  letters  gives  any 
suggestion  of  danger  or  of  special  hard- 
ship borne  by  missionaries.  All  of  them 
speak  of  the  work  as  going  on  as  usual, 
although  the  attendance  in  some  schools 
is  not  up  to  the  standard  of  last  year, 
owing  in  large  part  to  the  poverty  of  the 
country  and  the  difficulty  of  travel.  Un- 
der date  of  November  23,  Dr.  Cham- 
bers of  Adana  writes  that  everything  is 
going  on  well  in  Adana,  that  the  girls’ 
seminary  and  the  hospital  are  full  of 
work.  He  reports  that  he  is  doing  no 
touring  in  the  field,  as  we  have  urged 
the  missionaries  to  remain  near  the  cen- 
ters, not  going  into  the  out-districts  to 
any  great  extent,  as  such  extreme  pov- 
erty has  produced  much  brigandage. 
Rev.  Henry  Riggs,  of  Harpoot,  writes : 
‘The  situation  here  is  entirely  quiet  and 
we  are  continuing  our  work  about  as 
usual/  President  Ernest  Riggs,  of  Eu- 
phrates College,  writes  that  Miss  Cage 
recently  came  there  from  Marsovan,  and 
was  just  starting  back  to  Sivas;  she  was 
traveling  in  the  interests  of  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.,  and  laughed  at  the  idea  that  there 
was  any  danger  whatever  in  her  travel- 
ing alone  on  a six  days’  journey  across 
Eastern  Turkey. 

“Mr.  Peet,  treasurer  of  the  American 
Board  of  Missions  in  Turkey,  and  Rev. 
Charles  Riggs,  secretary  of  the  Western 


Turkey  Mission,  both  "write  under  date  of 
Dec.  4.  Mr.  Riggs  says:  ‘We  here  at 

the  capital  are  perfectly  comfortable, 
and  no  hindrance  has  been  put  in  our 
way/  He  speaks  of  Mr.  McNaughton 
being  there  on  a visit  from  Bardizag,  re- 
porting the  school  as  highly  prosperous; 
Mr.  Bamum  was  there  from  Brousa. 
The  two  letters  from  Mardin  report  the 
same  general  condition.  President  Mac- 
Lachlan  writes  from  Smyrna,  that  he  has 
just  had  a long  friendly  visit  from  the 
Commander  of  the  Turkish  troops  sta- 
tioned there,  and  also  from  the  Civil 
Governor,  both  revealing  a most  friendly 
and  helpful  attitude.  Mr.  Peet  at  Con- 
stantinople reports  that  he  is  in  touch 
with  all  the  stations  in  the  interior  and 
sees  no  reason  for  feeling  anxious.  Mr. 
Baird  from  Samokov,  Bulgaria,  writes 
under  date  of  Nov.  26  that  everything 
there  is  quiet  and  moving  on  as  usual. 

“Within  three  weeks  we  have  also  had 
letters  direct  from  Sivas,  Bitlis,  Marso- 
van, Talas  or  Cesarea,  Yan,  Aintab,  Trebi- 
zond,  and  Salonica,  all  reporting  quiet 
and  good  order. 

“We  pass  on  this  information  to  friends 
in  order  to  allay  fears  and  to  give  the 
latest  we  have  received  from  Turkey. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  money 
through  to  Constantinople,  by  way  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Peet  writes  that  he  is  getting  funds 
into  the  interior  without  special  difficulty. 

“Very  sincerely  yours, 

“James  L.  Barton/’ 

ALMOST  THERE. 

Manila,  P.  I.,  Nov.  23,  1914. 
Dear  Brother  Sommerville: 

I am  sure  you  will  have  given  me  up 
long  ago  as  a hopeless  correspondent.  X 
have  entirely  forgotten  when  I did  write 
to  you,  and  indeed  I sort  of  had  the  feel- 
ing that  my  doings  at  home  were  not  of 
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so  much  importance  to  the  Board  as  are 
the  doings  of  those  of  the  field. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  we  are  all  in  good 
health,  and  weary  of  a long  journey  that 
will  last  a few  days  yet.  We  hope  to  be 
in  Hong  Kong  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  but 
I “hae  me  doots,”  as  there  is  a lot  of 
freight  to  unload  and  load  here.  A 
passenger  with  some  information  said  he 
thought  this  one  trip  of  the  Mongolia  to 
the  East  would  bring  in  a half  million 
dollars  for  cargo  and  passengers.  Over 
forty  were  refused  passage  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  they  were  full  clear  to  Shang- 
hai. 

The  weather  has  been  ideal  all  the 
way.  Not  a single  rough  day  and  not  one 
of  us  seasick.  I am  not  an  admirer  of  the 
southern  route,  as  the  weather  is  too  much 
like  what  we  have  in  China.  I prefer  the 
more  bracing  weather  of  the  north.  We 
are  here  sweltering  in  a temperature  near 
90,  and  only  three  days  from  Thanks- 
giving. However,  we  are  glad  to  have 
gotten  so  far,  and  the  trip  has  been  as 
comfortable  as  one  could  ask.  I have  had 
a good  deal  of  leisure,  but  aside  from 
reading  the  gospels  and  Kevelation  in 
Chinese  to  refresh  my  memory,  have  done 
little  work. 

I got  a railroad  guide  one  day  and 
looked  over  my  itinerary  in  the  United 
States  and  found  that  I had  traveled  by 
rail  something  over  22,000  miles.  I am 
more  and  more  persuaded  that  we  are 
rapidly  approaching  a crisis  in  the  history 
of  Christianity,  which,  of  course,  means 
the  history  of  the  world,  k am  not 
naturally  pessimistic,  I think,  and  hope 
I have  not  much  malaria  in  my  system, 
but  it  is  hard  to  be  an  optimist  when 
nearly  every  one  of  the  newcomers  in  a 
large  company  of  missionaries,  are  not 
sound  on  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
Bible.  Educators  and  Sabbath  School 
workers  coming  out  who  declare  that  the 


prime  object  is  to  conserve  what  child- 
hood already  has  so  as  to  prevent  them 
straying  away  from  God.  That  is,  man- 
kind is  saved,  and  only  needs  to  be  kept 
saved.  The  virgin  birth  is  not  taught 
and  not  needed.  What  can  we  expect  a 
Christianity  of  that  character  to  do  for 
a world  lying  in  sin  ? On  the  other  hand, 
a missionary  from  Korea  on  board  told  us 
of  their  work  and  had  a Korean  girl  along 
who  went  to  the  United  States  to  marry 
a Korean  there,  but  refused  on  arrival, 
though  he  was  a church  member,  because 
he  did  not  know  his  Bible ! “Why  he  can- 
not even  name  all  the  books,  how  can  he 
know  his  Bible  ?”  was  her  astonishing 
statement.  She  advised  him  to  use 
“$200”  he  had  to  purchase  jewels  and 
dress  for  his  bride,  and  go  to  a Bible 
school,  and  she  would  await  the  outcome. 
He  went  six  weeks  and  then  quit,  and  she 
is  returning  alone  to  Korea  to  face  the 
obliquy  of  having  broken  an  engagement, 
rather  than  marry  a man  who  did  not  love 
his  Bible.  That  sounds  like  real  Chris- 
tianity that  sets  a pace  for  girls  at  home. 
I wonder  how  many  Christians  consider 
how  well  their  chosen  companions  love 
their  Bibles,  or  how  many  could  stand 
even  the  preliminary  test  of  naming  the 
books  in  order? 

I received  the  copy  of  the  Olive  Trees 
which  said  you  intended  to  cease  its  pub- 
lication with  the  December  number.  I read 
it  with  very  great  regret,  though  I have  no 
fault  to  find.  It  has  been  to  us  on  the 
field  the  great  medium  for  reaching  the 
church  during  all  these  years.  I hope  I 
am  mistaken,  but  at  present  I see  nothing 
that  will  fairly  take  its  place. 

I am  glad  that  it  gives  me  a chance  to 
write  you  a letter  for  your  own  sake,  and 
you  will  know  it  is  written  not  because 
you  publish  Olive  Trees,  but  because  you 
are  you. 

We  are  watching  the  progress  of  the 
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war  with  very  great  solicitude  on  ac- 
count of  our  missionaries  in  that  land  of 
the  Turk,  who  has  at  last  broken  loose. 
We  earnestly  hope  it  will  mean  the  com- 
plete and  final  end  of  that  unrighteous 
rule.  We  are  getting  nothing  of  war 
news  while  at  sea,  but  since  coming  to 
Manila  find  good  reports — that  is,  as  good 
as  we  had  at  home.  We  sincerely  hope 
that  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  keep 
clear,  and  our  President  is  evidently  not 
intending  to  be  drawn  into  the  struggle 
if  it  can  be  avoided,  but  sometimes  cir- 
cumstances compel  us  to  act  quite  dif- 
ferently from  our  own  desires. 

Wednesday,  A:  M. — We  are  a day  out 
from  Manila  with  a splendid  smooth  sea, 
and  will  be  in  Hong  Kong  to-morrow 
morning  if  all  is  well.  Three  British 
gunboats  lay  off  the  entrance  to  Manila 
Bay  as  we  came  out,  and  fourteen  German 
merchant  ships  lay  inside  the  harbor. 

I wish  to  be  remembered  to  your  wife 
with  all  good  wishes,  and  trust  that  you 
will  not  retire  from  your  position  as  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Board.  I 
can  hardly  see  how  another  can  fill  the 
place  as  acceptably  to  the  missionaries  as 
you  have  done. 

Very  sincerely  yours  in  Him, 

A.  I.  Robb. 

PEDESTRIANISM  IN  CHINA. 

Not  many  weeks  since,  it  so  happened 
that  the  writer  had  occasion  to  go  to  Lo 
Ting,  the  mission  station  that  was  taken 
under  the  care  of  our  Foreign  Board  a 
little  over  a year  ago.  The  errand  that 
called  me  to  make  this  trip  was  one  that 
will  interest  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
Covenanter  Church  in  China.  It  was 
nothing  less  than  to  assist  at  the  election 
of  officers,  with  a view  to  the  organization 
of  a congregation  at  Lo  Ting.  I am 
probably  not  imparting  anything  new  in 
the  way  of  information  to  your  readers 


when  I say  that  the  methods  of  trans- 
portation in  China,  when  one  gets  away 
from  the  large  streams  and  the  railways, 
are  still  somewhat  primitive.  True,  one 
has  his  choice  of  several  different  modes 
of  travel,  circumstances  having  much  to 
do  in  most  cases  in  determining  which 
mode  one  shall  adopt.  There  is  the  sedan 
chair,  used  by  foreigners  to  some  extent, 
and  by  a small  proportion  of  the  Chinese 
traveling  public.  This  “vehicle,”  how- 
ever, does  not  enter  into  my  plans  at  all 
in  preparing  for  a trip,  as  the  chair  car- 
riers seem  to  have  a marked  aversion 
toward  me  as  a passenger.  I may  say 
that  the  dislike  is  mutual,  to  this  extent 
at  least,  that  what  little  experience  I have 
had  in  riding  in  chairs  has  led  me  to  feel 
no  regrets  that  the  carriers  do  not  care 
for  me  as  an  occupant.  They  are  so  nar- 
row that  I must  needs  sit  somewhat  side- 
ways, and  with  my  spinal  column  perfect- 
ly stiff.  In  addition  to  this  drawback,  is 
the  other  one,  that  the  two  poles  by  which 
the  chair  is  carried,  are  but  seldom  of 
the  same  strength,  and  so  produce  a side- 
wise  motion  that  even  the  Chinese  com- 
plain about.  So,  in  considering  how  this 
trip  to  Lo  Ting  should  be  made,  the  chair 
was  eliminated  at  the  start.  Indeed,  it 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  regarded  as 
a possibility. 

The  question  of  a native  boat  was  also 
considered.  There  seems  to  be  one  in- 
superable obstacle  in  the  way  of  employ- 
ing this  mode  of  travel,  except  in  case  of 
actual  and  dire  necessity.  Their  slow- 
ness is  such  that  one  must  actually  travel 
on  one  of  them  in  order  to  have  any  real 
conception  of  what  the  term  “delibera- 
tion” really  means.  In  considering  this 
style  of  travel  in  connection  with  the 
journey  that  I had  in  prospect,  I 
was  obliged  to  face  the  fact  that  it 
would  require  four  days  to  make  the 
trip  of  forty  miles,  of  course  anchor- 
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ing  at  night.  As  a trial  of  patience  such 
an  experience  is  to  be  highly  recommend- 
ed. It  was  not  for  the  cultivation  of  this 
grace,  however,  that  I was  making  the 
trip,  and  so,  without  any  regrets,  decided 
that  I would  try  some  other  means  of 
transportation. 

There  remained  one  other  style  of 
travel  to  be  considered,  probably  the  first 
ever  employed  by  man,  namely,  walking. 
For  one  who  is  able  to  walk  any  consider- 
able distance,  this  mode  of  travel  has 
much  to  commend  it.  It  is  cheaper  than 
riding  in  a chair,  and  it  is  faster  than  sit- 
ting in  a native  boat.  It  also  serves  to 
give  one  an  excellent  appetite.  Having 
decided  that  I was  to  make  the  trip  on 
foot,  I secured  a man  to  carry  my  bag- 
gage. Leaving  Tak  Hing  about  8 :30 
Tuesday  morning,  Oct.  13,  we  proceeded 
across  the  hill  country  toward  the  south, 
having  a very  rough  road  for  at  least  ten 
miles.  After  reaching  the  Lin  Tan  Val- 
ley, the  road  was  much  better  for  walk- 
ing, but  we  were  not  making  very  good 
time,  as  my  carrier  became  very  tired 
during  the  afternoon,  and  we  did  not 
reach  Lin  Tan  City  until  almost  dark, 
having  covered  twenty  miles,  approxi- 
mately. We  stayed  all  night  at  the  chapel 
and  found  here  a flourishing  school  of 
about  forty  boys.  After  a trip  of  that 
distance,  one  will  find  two  or  three  bowls 
of  hot  rice,  with  “sung”  (meat  and  vege- 
tables) very  welcome  indeed.  Starting 
again  the  next  morning  at  7 :30,  with  a 
new  carrier,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
to  Lo  Ting.  I had  the  company  of  our 
native  preacher  at  Lin  Tan,  Mr.  Chung 
On  Taai,  on  this  second  day  of  my  jour- 
ney. After  reaching  Taai  Waan,  perhaps 
six  miles  from  Lo  Ting,  I began  to  scan 
the  heavens  with  some  anxiety,  as  there 
was  the  sound  of  abundance  of  rain.  So 
I decided  to  take  the  lead,  and  did  so,  ar- 
riving in  Lo  Ting  about  4 o’clock.  Mr. 


Chung  and  the  carrier  arrived  an  hour 
later.  I found  our  people  in  the  midst  of 
a week  of  special  services,  and  very  highly 
pleased  over  the  unexpectedly  large  at- 
tendance. The  day  following  my  arrival, 
that  is,  Thursday,  the  China  Commission 
met  to  conduct  an  election  of  elders  and 
deacons,  this  election  resulting  in  the 
choice  of  six  of  the  former  and  four  of  the 
latter.  Of  this  matter,  the  Lo  Ting  peo- 
ple will  write  you  more  fully  no  doubt.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  be  present  on  the 
following  Sabbath  at  the  celebration  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  when  seventy  or  more 
sat  together  at  His  table.  I should  have 
mentioned  that  on  Saturday  there  were 
three  baptisms,  also  that  there  were  two 
persons  received  by  letter,  making  an  ac- 
cession of  five. 

As  Mr.  Mitchell  was  planning  to  go 
the  next  week  to  Lo  King,  an  out-station 
some  twenty-eight  miles  from  Lo  Ting, 
and  had  asked  me  to  go  with  him,  I de- 
cided to  do  so.  Perhaps  my  chief  desire 
to  <ro  w'as  not  so  much  the  fact  that  1 
would  have  good  company,  though  that 
was  not  by  any  means  a negligible  factor, 
as  the  other  fact  that  I had  never  yet 
seen  that  particular  portion  of  the  Cove- 
nanter Church’s  heritage.  So  on  the 
Tuesday  following  the  communion  at  Lo 
Ting,  Mr.  Mitchell  and  myself  started  at 
7 A.  M.,  employing  “Shank’s  mare”  as  a 
means  of  locomotion.  The  journey  was 
most  enjoyable,  the  road  being  an  excel- 
lent one  for  walking,  and  everything  being 
new  to  me.  When  'about  half  way  on  our 
journey,  we  were  caught  in  a rain,  but 
were  fortunate  in  finding  shelter  before 
getting  much  wet.  The  rain  did  not  con- 
tinue very  long,  nor  did  it  extend  very 
far.  We  took  off  our  shoes  and  went  on 
our  way,  finding  the  road  very  slippery. 
But  much  to  our  surprise  we  presently 
came  to  where  there  had  been  no  rain  at 
all.  So  we  put  on  our  shoes  and  went  our 
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way,  with  a fine,  cool  air  and  a clondy 
sky,  to  make  onr  journey  the  more  com- 
fortable. When  still  some  ten  miles  or 
more  from  Lo  King,  we  crossed  a range 
of  hills,  and  coming  out  on  the  side  next 
Lo  King,  had  onr  first  view  of  the  Lo 
King  Valley.  Even  at  that  distance,  it 
was  a most  beautiful  sight.  But  between 
us  and  our  destination  lay  a plain  that 
was  most  deceptive  as  to  distance.  A 
hill  on  the  far  side  of  this  plain,  and  just 
beyond  which  is  the  city  of  Lo  King,  was 
plainly  visible  even  to  the  paths  that 
cross  it.  But  we  tramped  on  for  two 
hours  or  more  without  seeming  to  come 
any  closer.  I remember  of  plowing  corn 
in  Kansas  on  hat  days,  when  the  fence 
on  the  far  side  of  the  field  seemed  to  be 
moving  away  from  me  about  as  fast  as  my 
team  was  walking.  This  hill  that  we  must 
reach  before  getting  to  our  destination 
seemed  to  be  acting  in  just  the  same  fash- 
ion. But  finally  we  reached  its  summit, 
and  really  the  sight  was  worth  far  more 
than  all  the  effort  that  was  necessary  to 
get  us  there.  I have  never,  anywhere  in 
China,  seen  anything  so  beautiful  as  the 
spectacle  that  met  our  eyes  from  the  top 
of  that  hill.  There,  right  below  us,  was 
a valley  that  extended  both  up  and  down 
the  river  for  miles.  Our  view  in  either 
direction  was  shut  off  by  bends  in  the 
river.  This  valley  would  seem  to  be  from 
two  to  four  or  five  miles  wide,  and  at  the 
time  when  we  saw  it,  the  rice  harvest  was 
drawing  near.  The  crop  was  just  begin- 
ning to  turn  yellow,  and  it  looked  exactly 
like  the  great  wheatfields  of  the  Middle 
West  in  the  United  States.  Of  course,  it 
is  all  cut  up  into  little  patches,  but  from 
where  we  were  these  divisions  could  not 
be  seen.  After  looking  and  admiring  for 
a short  time,  we  went  down  the  hill  to 
Lo  King,  and  found  a comfortable  place 
at  the  chapel.  Shortly  after  our  arrival 
(at  3:30  P.  M.),  the  rain  came  down  in 


torrents.  That  evening  after  supper,  a 
number  of  the  Christians  came  in,  and 
we  sat  and  talked  for  a while,  and  finally 
all  gathered  around  a table  and  had 
“worship.”  I should  have  mentioned  that 
we  drank  tea  in  large  quantities  as  we 
discoursed  with  the  brethren.  After  their 
departure,  Mr.  Mitchell  and  myself  went 
to  bed,  and  after  our  twenty-eight  mile 
tramp  did  not  stay  awake  to  see  whether 
the  soft  side  of  the  bed  boards  was  turned 
up  or  down.  The  next  morning  we  went 
out  to  see  some  of  the  brethren  in  their 
homes.  We  crossed  over  the  river  to 
what  our  native  preacher  calls  the  land 
of  the  Amorites,  and  the  Hittites,  and  the 
Perizzites,  etc.,  on  account  of  its  being 
both  a goodly  land,  and  also  one  whose 
inhabitants  are,  some  of  them  at  least,  of 
questionable  character.  Here  we  got  a 
nearer  view  of  this  fine  valley.  There  is 
a never-failing  water  supply,  on  account 
of  the  nearness  to  the  mountains.  Three 
crops  each  year  is  the  rule,  two  of  rice, 
and  one  of  wheat.  We  saw  the  second 
crop  of  rice  just  ripening.  It  was  beau- 
tiful, almost  shoulder  high,  and  with  the 
stalks  bending  under  the  weight  of  the 
long  heads  full  of  grain.  I have  since 
learned  that  in  all  the  country  in  this 
part  of  Kwong  Tung  province,  the  Lo 
King  Valley  ranks  first  in  point  of  fer- 
tility, and  the  Lin  Tan  Valley  second. 
Both  are  in  the  territory'  occupied  by  the 
Covenanter  Church.  We  did  not  walk 
very  far  this  day,  but  just  sauntered 
around  and  looked  the  place  over.  In 
the  afternoon  we  went  out  to  the  home 
of  one  of  the  elders-elect  and  bad  supper. 
I suppose  we  traveled  about  six  or  seven 
miles  perhaps.  Lo  King  can  lay  claim  to 
at  least  one  curiosity  that  but  few  other 
places  can  boast  of.  Just  at  one  side  of 
the  town  is  a bridge  that  sits  on  dry 
ground.  It  has  three  spans,  I believe,  and 
is  really  a rather  fine  specimen  of  work- 
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manship.  It  seems  that  some  seven  years 
ago  this  bridge  was  completed,  and  was 
built  across  the  river.  Within  a very 
short  time,  some  say  the  next  day  after 
its  completion,  a great  deluge  of  rain 
altered  the  course  of  the  river,  so  that  it 
now  flows  around  one  end  of  the  bridge 
instead  of  under  it,  leaving  the  bridge 
itself  high  and  dry.  I was  regretful  at 
not  having  my  camera  at  hand. 

The  next  morning  (Thursday)  I start- 
ed back  to  Lo  Ting,  as  I was  desirous  of 
getting  back  to  Tak  Hing  before  the  end 
of  the  week.  Starting  from  Lo  King 
about  7 :15  A.  M.,  I walked  out  to  Lo 
Ting,  arriving  at  3 P.  M.  I came  by  boat 
from  there  to  Tak  Hing,  as  it  is  down 
stream  coming  this  way,  and  consequent- 
ly faster.  Leaving  Lo  Ting  at  1 :30  P.M. 
Friday,  T was  at  home  by  11  A.  M.  the 
next  day. 

Since  making  this  trip  I have  been  im- 
pressed as  never  before  with  both  the 
magnitude  of  our  field  and  the  possibili- 
ties that  are  before  us.  I am  sure  that 
none  of  us,  when  asked  to  consider  the 
taking  over  of  the  Lo  Ting  station  from 
the  Christian  Alliance,  had  an  adequate 
idea  of  what  was  being  offered  us.  This 
country  that  has  come  under  our  care  is 
a veritable  “land  of  promise.”  I have 
already  mentioned  its  fertility.  I can 
say  with  equal  sincerity  that  it  is  a most 
promising  field  for  missionary  effort. 
This  wide  and  fertile  Lo  King  Valley  is 
literally  swarming  with  people.  It  is 
simply  dotted  all  over  with  villages.  Its 
remoteness  makes  it  a difficult  place  to 
reach,  and  until  some  other  method  of 
travel  is  found,  it  will  be  far  from  easy 
for  foreigners  to  do  much  more  than 
make  occasional  trips  to  it.  But  native 
help,  when  we  can  get  native  helpers 
trained  for  it,  can  do  the  work  there. 
That  bountiful  harvest  that  we  saw  ripen- 
ing is  our  Lord's  own  sjunbol  of  the  fields 


that  are  now  white  to  the  harvest,  but 
which  are  going  to  loss  for  lack  of  labor- 
ers. “Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest  that  He  will  thrust  forth  laborers 
into  His  harvest.” 

J.  K.  E. 

LETTER  TO  CHINESE  CHRISTIANS  AT 
LO  TING  * 

The  pastor  and  members  of  the  First 
Church  of  the  Covenanters,  in  Brooklyn, 
U.  S.  A.,  to  all  our  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Lo  Ting,  China:  “Grace  to  you,  and 

peace  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.” 

We  rejoice  greatly  in  you  all,  and  in  your 
faith,  and  love,  and  zeal,  in  furtherance  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  China.  We 
love  you  all,  and  count  you  as  dear  friends 
in  Christ,  though  we  have  never  seen  you 
face  to  face. 

We  are  deeply  interested  in  your  wel- 
fare and  pray  that  you  may  be  kept  by 
the  power  and  grace  of  God,  and  pros- 
pered in  all  things  according  to  His  Will. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  trials,  disap- 
pointments and  sorrows.  You  will  also 
have  your  joys.  The  Christian  life  will  be 
much  the  same  with  you  as  it  is  with  us. 
The  experiences  of  those  who  believe  in 
Christ  differ  but  little  the  world  over. 
All  have  sorrows,  all  have  joys;  but 
“Christ  is  all  and  in  all.”  He  will  lighten 
the  sorrows  and  brighten  the  joys.  “Cast 
thy  burden  upon  the  Lord  and  He  shall 

sustain  thee;” “He  will  rest  in  His 

love,  He  will  joy  over  thee  with  singing.” 
- - “Let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that 
seek  the  Lord.” 

*This  letter  was  read  to  the  Covenanter 
Congregation  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and 
signed  by  the  pastor  and  all  the  members 
and  friends  present  at  the  services  on 
Sabbath,  December  13,  1914,  and  at  their 
request  was  sent  to  Olive  Trees  for  pub- 
lication. 
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We  think  every  day  of  the  great  work 
of  evangelization  yet  to  be  done  in  China, 
and  wonder  how  and  when  it  will  be  ac- 
complished. Our  hearts  are  sad  because 
of  the  unsaved  millions  in  your  great  land. 
“The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the 
laborers  are  few." 

Dear  Friends : We  ask  you  to  join  with 
us  that  together  we  may  “Pray  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest,  that  He  will  send  forth 
laborers  into  His  harvest."  And  if,  in 
answer  to  your  prayers  and  ours,  the  call 
should  come  personally  to  all  or  any  of  you, 
will  you  not  hasten,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  your  Saviour  and  ours,  to  give  the 
knowledge  of  salvation  to  as  many  as  you 
can?  We  send  our  missionaries  to  you 
and  are  glad  to  do  so ; but  we  are  per- 
suaded more  and  more  that  if  China  is  to 
be  evangelized,  and  the  multitudes  saved 
for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  those  in  China 
who  have  already  become  Christians,  must 
be  more  and  more  baptized  with  the  spirit 
of  evangelism.  Of  old,  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  “went  everywhere  preaching  the 
word,  - - - and  the  Lord  added  to  them 
day  by  day  those  that  were  saved."  May 
the  laborers  in  China  be  thus  increased, 
and  a great  harvest  of  souls  be  gathered 
into  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
In  the  great  work  you  will  have  our  pray- 
ers and  our  help.  You  also  have  the  prom- 
ise of  God.  “Behold,  these  shall  come 
from  far,  and  lo,  these  from  the  north  and 
from  the  west,  and  these  from  the  land  of 
Sinim." 


“Now  may  our  God  and  Father  Him- 
self, and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  make  you 
to  increase  and  abound  in  love  one  toward 
another  and  toward  all  men,  even  as  we 
also  do  toward  you.  And  we  beseech  you  to 
know  them  that  labor  among  you  and  are 
over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you; 
and  to  esteem  them  exceeding  highly  in 
love  for  their  work’s  sake.  Be  at  peace 
among  yourselves.  And  we  exhort  you, 
brethren,  .admonish  the  disorderly,  en- 
courage the  faint-hearted,  support  the 
weak,  be  long-suffering  toward  all.  See 
that  none  render  unto  any  one  evil  for 
evil;  but  ahvays  follow  after  that  which 
is  good,  one  toward  another  and  toward 
all.  Rejoice  always;  pray  without  ceas- 
ing; in  everything  give  thanks;  for  this  is 
the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  you- 
ward. Quench  not  the  Spirit. Prove 

all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good; 
abstain  from  every  form  of  evil.  And  the 
God  of  peace  Himself  sanctify  you  wholly, 
and  may  your  spirit  and  soul  and  body  be 
preserved  entire,  without  blame  at  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Faith- 
ful is  Fie  that  calleth  you,  who  also  will  do 

it.  Brethren,  pray  for  us," and  “the 

God  of  Peace  that  brought  again  from  the 
dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shepherd 
of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in 
every  good  work  to  do  His  will,  working 
in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  His 
sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  Whom  be 
glory  forever  and  ever.  Amen." 


4## . 

Tremendous  power  resides  in  a holy  and  sanctified  purpose.  The  most  potent  words 
that  fall  from  human  lips  are,  “I  will."  If  they  are  the  determined  declaration  of  a 
soul  dedicated  to  God’s  service  they  are  the  sure  precursors  of  the  development  of 
character  and  the  attainment  of  a holy  life.  The  flaming  purpose  of  a heart  attuned 
to  God’s  glory  is  the  noblest  spectacle  accorded  human  eyes.  Even  angels  gaze  in 
wonder  at  the  spiritual  strength  and  beauty  of  a soul  redeemed  by  Christ’s  precious 
blood.  “When  a man’s  righteous  purpose  and  God’s  unconquerable  purpose  have 
become  one,  then  the  stars  may  grow  old  and  time’s  vesture  fall  away,  but  that  pur- 
pose will  not  be  defeated." — Ex. 
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WOMEN’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson. 


WE  ARE  MARCHING  ON  TO  FINAL 
VICTORY. 

“The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for 
os;  whereof  we  are  glad.” 

December  22,  1914,  will  go  down  in 
history  as  a “red  letter  day”  for  the  tem- 
perance forces  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  Hobson  Resolution,  to  prohibit 
the  sale  and  manufacture  for  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  for  beverage  purposes, 
received  a majority  vote  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  True,  it  did  not  have 
the  required  two-thirds  vote,  but  the 
most  sanguine  of  us  did  not  hope  for  that 
at  its  first  introduction. 

We  remembered  that  when  Wilber- 
force  first  introduced  his  bill  in  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  it  was  defeated  by  seventy- 
six  votes.  Five  times  the  bill  was  voted 
down,  but  Wilber  force’s  strong  faith 
knew  no  defeat,  and  at  the  sixth  intro- 
duction of  his  resolutions  in  1807  they 
passed  the  House  by  two  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  majority. 

This  has  been  the  experience  of  many 
of  our  State  workers;  the  first  effort  for 
State-wide  prohibition  was  not  crowned 
with  success,  but  the  indefatigable  work- 
ers kept  on  till  victory  did  come. 

It  means  much  to  our  cause  to  have 
this  question  hold  the  attention  of  one 
branch  of  Congress  for  a whole  day  and 
many  hours  of  the  night,  to  have  such 
eloquent  speeches  made  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  and  published  in  the  Congres- 
sional Record  and  other  leading  maga- 
zines, and  to  have  the  world  know  that  a 
majority  of  our  Representatives  favor 


the  submission  of  this  question  to  the 
people. 

Yes,  we  are  marching  on  to  final  vic- 
tory, and  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
this  nation  will  join  Russia  and  Iceland 
in  wiping  out  this  accursed  traffic  from 
our  fair  land. 

Let  us  set  up  our  Ebenezer  and  say, 
“Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.” 

EXCERPTS  FROM  A FEW  OF  THE  MAGNIFICENT 
ADDRESSES  MADE  ON  THE  FLOOR 
OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Hon.  Richmond  P.  Hobson:  “I  know 
there  is  danger  in  confronting  this  great 
and  powerful  enemy,  but  in  time  of  war 
the  good  soldier  does  not  stop  because  of 
danger.  It  may  be  I am  politically  dead, 
my  political  life  destroyed  by  the  liquor 
interests,  but  I would  rather  hold  my 
head  up  and  fight  like  a man,  though  1 
had  to  die  a hundred  political  deaths.  L 
would  rather  to-day  do  a man’s  part  in 
the  struggle  to  cut  the  millstone  of  de- 
generacy from  the  neck  of  humanity,  I 
would  rather  do  that  than  to  be  United 
States  Senator  from  Alabama,  and  if  I 
know  my  own  mind,  I would  rather  do 
that  than  be  President  of  the  United 
States.  I call  on  you,  my  colleagues,  to 
hold  your  heads  up  in  the  face  of  this 
enemy  and  be  men.  In  the  name  of  your 
manhood,  in  the  name  of  your  patriotism, 
in  the  name  of  all  that  is  held  dear  by 
good  men,  in  the  name  of  your  fireside, 
in  the  name  of  our  institutions,  in  the 
name  of  our  country,  and  in  the  name  of 
humanity  and  humanity’s  God,  I call  on 
you  to  join  hands  with  me  and  each  one 
to  do  his  full  duty.” 

Hon.  M.  Clyde  Kelly:  “This  is  a, 
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moral  issue,  yes;  but  that  fact  will  not 
serve  to  keep  it  out  of  the  realm  of 
polities  and  government.  Rather,  it  will 
, keep  it  a vexing  political  and  govern- 
mental question  until  it  is  settled  and 
settled  right.  Because  slavery  was  re- 
garded as  a moral  issue  strenuous  efforts 
were  made  to  keep  it  out  of  politics. 
Lawmakers  refused  to  deal  with  it  for 
many  years  and  touched  it  only  as 
‘hucksters  dealing  in  the  relics  of  the 
saints.’  Resolutions  were  passed  in  Con- 
gress prohibiting  its  very  mention  on  this 
floor.  But  no  power  could  prevent  its 
consideration  and  settlement,  although 
this  very  evasion  and  time-serving  made 
necessary  the  bloodiest  fratricidal  strife 
in  history  in  order  that  the  question 
might  be  settled  and  settled  right. 

“To-day  'this  liquor  problem  is  of  the 
same  importance  as  slavery  was  in  that 
other  day.  It  is  the  second  grave  issue 
at  once  governmental,  economic,  and 
moral  in  character  which  has  demanded 
settlement  in  the  138  years  of  national 
life.  As  surely  as  the  slavery  problem 
was  solved,  so  surely  will  the  day  come 
when  the  American  people  will  settle 
this  question  and  settle  it  right,  regard- 
less of  all  congressional  attempts  to 
evade  it. 

“Mr.  Speaker,  this  Republic  is  founded 
upon  the  moral  character  of  its  people. 
It  is  a monstrous  error  to  regard  politics 
and  morals  as  separate  and  distinct  from 
each  other.  Napoleon  said:  ‘My  domin- 
ion ends  where  the  dominion  of  con- 
science begins.’  ” 

Mrs.  H.  H.  George. 

JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

OUR  WORLD  FAMILY. 
CHAPTER  VI— PRIESTS  AND  TEMPLES. 

1.  Mohammedan  Temples: 

No  Sabbath  Schools. 

No  hope  for  a future  life. 


No  recognition  of  the  needs  of 
women. 

Mohammedanism — 

Mohammed — God’s  prophet. 

His  followers — Moslems. 

Their  watchword,  “There  is  no 
god  but  God,  and  Mohammed 
is  His  prophet.” 

The  Muezzin’s  call  to  prayer. 

Five  times  daily. 

All  face  Holy  City  and  pray. 

The  Koran — their  Bible. 

Written  in  Arabic. 

Used  as  text-book  in  schools. 

Two  holy  cities. 

Mecca — birthplace. 

Medina — burial  place. 

A famous  temple  at  Mecca. 

Every  faithful  Moslem  to  visit  it 
once. 

Pilgrims  to  Mecca  change  theiit 
garments  and  bathe  in  holy 
well  Zemzem.  Then  kiss  holy 
stone  seven  times. 

2.  Buddhist  Temples: 

Like  Mohammedan,  but  Buddha  is 
worshipped. 

Buddhism. 

Buddha,  the  founder. 

Taught  many  good  things  Christ 
left  out. 

Its  object  is  “to  gain  merit.” 

It  claims  that  the  soul  passes  into 
some  animal  at  death. 

Siam  and  Burma  are  strong  Budd- 
hist countries. 

3.  Hinduism: 

Four  castes — priests,  soldiers,  farm- 
ers, laborers. 

Sacred  Book — The  Vedas. 

Sacred  gods — Brahma,  Vishnu,  Siva. 
Monkeys  are  held  in  great  reverence. 

4.  Confucianism: 

Found  in  China. 

A great  moral  system. 

Good  for  men  to  live  by. 
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Not  good  for  women  and  children. 

Cannot  die  by  it. 

Worship  ancestors. 

Kitchen  god  the  noted  one. 

A picture  of  him  in  every  kitchen. 

Renewed  every  year. 

He  is  supposed  to  know  what  trans- 
pires and  report  it. 

They  put  candy  in  his  mouth  so  he 
will  tell  only  good. 

<5.  Shintoism  (Japan)  : 

Worship  the  Emperor. 

Believe  in  witches  and  signs. 

Subject  for  devotions : I.  Cor.  13,  4, 
‘“Charity  envieth  not.” 

References:  I.  Cor.  3,  3;  II.  Cor.  12, 
20  ; Jas.  3,  14-16;  Jas.  5,  9;  I.  Peter  2,  1; 
Gen.  4,  4-8;  37,  4-11,  19,  20;  Num.  11, 
28-30;  12,  1-10;  I.  Sam.  18,  8,  9,  29; 
Estli.  5,  13;  Dan.  6,  4;  Matt.  27,  18; 
Acts  13,  45. 

This  subject  closely  resembles  the  sub- 
ject of  last  month  about  loving  our  neigh- 
bor. I think  this  is  a suitable  text  be- 
cause if  we  do  not  love  our  neighbor  it  is 
usually  because  we  have  envious  thoughts 
of  him.  I have  given  a number  of  ex- 
amples of  envy  in  our  references  to  let 
you  see  how  envy  will  spoil  our  lives. 

One  little  girl  keeps  ahead  of  another 
in  her  school  work,  and  the  one  who  is  be- 
hind begins  to  make  ugly  remarks  and 
to  treat  the  one  ahead  in  a slighting  man- 
ner. Perhaps  calls  her,  “teacher’s  pet.” 
Have  you  ever  heard  it  ? A boy  in  a cer- 
tain school  may  be  able  to  knock  a better 
“fly”  than  some  other  one.  Well,  what 
of  it?  The  best  way  is  to  practice  “knock- 
ing flies”  until  you  can  do  the  best  ones. 
Tt  never  pays  to  allow  ugly  thoughts  of 
any  one  because  he  is  ahead.  Cain  killed 
Abel  because  the  Lord  accepted  Abel’s 
sacrifice  rather  than  Cain’s.  We  think 
we  would  never  he  so  sinful,  hut  we  can- 
not tell ; “jealousy  is  cruel  as  the  grave.” 
Satan  is  always  /watching  for  opportunity. 


Let  us  be  watchful  to  avoid  envious  feel- 
ings toward  others. 

Annette  G.  Wallace. 

A DAY  OF  FASTING  AND  PRAYER. 

The  Women’s  Union  Missionary  Asso- 
ciation of  Allegheny  County  held  “a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer”  in  the  Smithfield 
Street  M.  E.  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
Friday,  Jan.  8,  1915,  from  10  A.  M.  to 
3 P.  M. 

A very  interesting  program  had  been 
prepared,  and  was  divided  into  five  one- 
hour  periods,  with  a different  leader  to 
preside  during  each  hour.  The  opening 
devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by 
Miss  Van  Fleet,  a Bible  teacher  in  the 
Central  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  of  Pittsburgh,  who 
gave  a helpful  exposition  of  Ephesians 
1,  15-21  and  Romans  12,  1-8. 

The  next  on  the  program  was  an  ad- 
dress on  “Peace,”  by  a national  worker 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  space  allotted  for 
this  report  will  not  permit  me  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  this  fine  address.  Her 
closing  words  were : “Until  the  nations 
of  the  world  crown  Jesus  Christ  as  King 
of  nations,  we  will  not  have  universal 
peace.” 

The  next  address  was.  “The  'Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association  in  For- 
eign Lands.”  The  speaker  said,  “We  have 
learned  AVho  is  my  neighbor?’  We  have 
also  learned,  the  world  over,  that  the  great 
need  of  the  people  is  to  know  Christ  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.”  This  hour  closed 
with  a season  of  prayer  for  peace  for  the 
nations  at  war ; that  the  social  forces  may 
be  made  effective  in  Christian  missions; 
for  the  Church  at  home;  a deeper  reali- 
zation of  responsibility  and  opportunity ; 
that  every  member  redeemed  may  have  a 
part  in  giving  the  gospel  to  all  the  world. 

The  Scripture  reading  for  the  second 
hour  was  Isaiah  59,  8-11-16,  and  John 
5.  1-8.  Following  the  devotional  exer- 
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cises  was  an  address  on  the  topic  “Praise 
for  the  Great  Company  of  Women  Who 
Publish  Good  Tidings,”  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
Snyder,  who  is  one  of  the  active  national 
workers  in  the  Crusade  against  Mormon- 
ism.  The  speaker  was  “full  of  her  sub- 
ject,” and  spoke  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner of  the  importance  of  strong  faith  in 
God  and  His  promises  in  all  our  work. 
She  realized  several  instances  of  direct 
answer  to  prayer  of  faith.  Following  this 
address  was  a season  of  prayer  for  the 
millions  of  Christian  women  who  are  not 
interested  in  missions;  for  the  young 
women  that  they  may  become  a mighty 
force  in  this  great  work. 

The  third  hour  was  opened  by  the  audi- 
ence repeating  the  answer  to  the  Cate- 
chism question,  “What  is  prayer?”  fol- 
lowed by  a season  of  prayer  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Prof.  S.  C. 
Scanlon,  Temperance  Secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  spoke  on  “National 
Constitutional  Prohibition  Amendment.” 
He  showed  in  a forceful  manner  the  great 
gain  for  righteousness  if  the  national 
Constitution  would  be  thus  amended.  Mrs. 
H.  H.  George  spoke  in  behalf  of  the 
amendment,  and  appealed  to  the  women 
in  their  homes  and  everywhere  to  help  in 
the  conflict  against  the  liquor  traffic.  A 
season  of  prayer  for  the  temperance  cause 
followed.  A strong,  helpful  address  on 
“Fasting  and  Prayer”  was  then  given  by 
Mrs.  Eobert  Wallace.  She  cited  in- 
stances, from  God’s  Word  and  from  the 
history  of  the  Church  in  its  dark  days, 
showing  the  benefits  of  the  custom.  Mrs. 
S.  P.  Harbison  spoke  of  the  importance 
of  “humility  and  self-denial.”  The  hour 
closed  with  prayer  by  Mrs.  S.  E,  Wills. 

The  devotional  services  of  the  fourth 
period  were  based  on  Isaiah  58,  6-12  and 
Luke  7,  19-23.  Missionaries,  both  home 
and  foreign  workers,  were  introduced  and 
given  a few  minutes  to  speak  of  their 


work.  Among  the  workers  were  our  own 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Balph,  who  briefly  and  ear- 
nestly told  of  their  work  in  Syria,  and 
Mr.  Anthony  Kliouri,  of  the  Eeformed 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary,  told 
in  an  impressive  manner  of  his  labors 
of  love”  among  the  Syrians  of  Pittsburgh. 
A season  of  prayer  followed  for  evange- 
listic work  in  mission  fields,  for  educa- 
tional work,  that  through  their  forces 
Christ  may  be  manifested  and  souls  won 
to  Him. 

The  theme  for  the  last  hour  was  con- 
secration. The  Scripture  lesson  was  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Eev.  Camnahan,  Ephe- 
sians 3,  13-21,  and  I.  Chronicles  29,  1-9 
were  the  words  chosen.  Her  exposition  of 
these  passages  impressed  her  hearers 
(judging  from  their  faces),  with  a greater 
desire  for  a closer  walk  with  God.  Her 
subject  was  “A  Personal  Giving  of  One’s 
Self  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
Service.”  A season  of  prayer  followed, 
for  home  and  foreign  missions,  for  a 
greater  quickening  of  true  faith  on  the 
part  of  workers.  The  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  meeting  was  manifestly  a truly 
spiritual  one,  and  we  trust  all  who  had 
the  privilege  of  attending  it  will  be  better 
equipped  for  the  Master’s  service,  and  be 
able  to  inspire  others  to  undertake  great 
things  for  the  advancement  of  His  cause. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Wylie. 

A FOREWORD. 

The  women  of  the  Missionary  Societies 
of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  are  doubtless 
already  thinking  of  the  annual  conven- 
tion around  which  our  life  as  an  organi- 
zation centers. 

Each  convention  seems  to  have  a key- 
note of  its  own,  struck  sometimes  by  the 
program  committee,  but  oftener  by  the 
unseen  influences  which  mold  our 
thoughts  and  words. 
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It  is  the  wish  of  your  president  that 
the  convention  of  1915  be  marked  by  a 
-deeply  devotional  attitude  of  mind  in 
those  present ; by  a “waiting  on  the 
Lord/’  so  that  we  may  know  what  His 
will  is  for  us;  and  by  an  earnest  desire 
to  move  forward  in  His  service. 

It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  now  to 
pray  for  the  convention,  its  officers,  its 
speakers  and  its  influence. 

So  much  of  routine  business  must  he 
crowded  into  the  short  sessions  that  one 
.sometimes  feels  that  the  spiritual  uplift 
is  lost  in  the  tangle  of  ballots,  reports 
and  announcements;  these  things  must 
be  done,  but  let  us  not  leave  undone  the 
drawing  near  to  God  as  a body  of  believ- 
ing women,  claiming  His  promises 
through  faith  in  Him  who  has  promised. 

Each  year  ought  to  see  our  work  as  a 
society  widening  and  increasing,  bring- 
ing to  us  new  interests,  increased  gifts, 
more  power. 

But  let  us  not  forget  that  “to  widen 
your  life  without  deepening  it  is  only 
to  weaken  it”;  and  this  is  just  as  true  of 
the  life  of  a society  as  of  an  individual. 

And  so  I urge  each  woman  ill  the 
Presbytery  to  be  much  in  prayer  for  the 
deepening  of  the  work  of  our  organiza- 
tion; pray  that  we  may  faithfully  fulfill 
•our  pledges  for  work  undertaken  long 
ago  ; that  we  may  not  neglect  any  of  the 
•causes  that  have  interested  us  in  former 
years;  and  especially  that  we  may  be 
guided  as  we  plan  work  for  another  year. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Pearce. 

HELP  FOR  THE  NEEDY. 

Belgium’s  cry  for  help,  which  has  been 
surging  through  America,  as  well  as  the 
xest  of  the  world,  for  the  past  two  or 
three  months,  is  the  most  heart-rending 
cry  the  world  has  ever  heard  and  one 
that  no  heart  could  resist. 

It  became  known  that  Geneva  College 


was  going  to  send  clothing  in  response 
to  this  call,  and  the  College  Hill  Ladies’ 
Missionary  Society  decided  to  join  with 
them  in  this  work. 

A day  was  appointed  and  at  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning  the  ladies  gathered  at  the 
church,  bringing  with  them  all  the  cloth- 
ing they  could  spare  from  their  own 
homes.  Then,  like  a hive  of  bees  they 
set  to  work  sorting,  mending  and  folding 
ready  for  packing.  At  noon  they  re- 
paired to  the  basement,  where  a tasty 
lunch  was  set  out  by  the  Social  Commit- 
tee, all  the  ladies  contributing. 

After  an  hour  of  refreshments  and 
social  enjoyment,  work  was  resumed,  and 
m a short  time  this  clothing  was  ready 
to  be  packed.  We  were  then  requested 
to  go  to  the  home  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Downie, 
where  we  found  plenty  of  new  goods  and 
three  machines  awaiting  us.  The  money 
for  this  material  was  donated  by  the 
members  of  the  society.  Such  a snip- 
ping of  shears,  whirring  of  machines,  and 
busy  plying  in  and  out  of  needles  as 
would  have  delighted  the  eyes  and 
warmed  the  heart  of  Belgium’s  Queen, 
could  she  have  stepped  in  that  day  and 
seen  it.  Thus  that  day  was  finished  and 
another  half  day  spent  in  the  same  way 
before  the  work  was  completed.  These 
new  garments,  together  with  the  old 
clothing  and  some  new  underwear  donat- 
ed by  one  of  the  merchants,  were  then 
turned  over  to  the  students. 

A conservative  estimate  placed  the 
value  of  the  Ladies’  Missionary  Society’s 
barrels  alone  at  four  hundred  ($400) 
dollars.  The  thought  of  the  warmth  and 
comfort  which  will  be  experienced  when 
those  barrels  reach  their  destination  has 
been  a ra}'  of  sunshine  in  the  heart  of 
every  woman  who  laid  aside  her  own 
duties  for  the  greater  duty,  the  fulfill- 
ment of  which  placed  her,  for  the  time 
(Continued  on  page  48.) 
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The  Mission  at  Tak  Hing  had  a good 
reason  for  thanksgiving  in  the  safe  return 
of  Dr.  Eobb  and  family  on  Thanksgiving 
day.  No  cable  was  sent  home  for  the  rea- 
son, as  the  Doctor  explains,  that  “the 
name  and  address  in  full  must  be  sent, 
your  own  name  and  address  included, 
which  runs  into  money  pretty  fast,”  and 
he  was  of  the  opinion  that  we  would  see 
in  the  papers  the  arrival  of  the  Mongolia 
at  Hong  Kong  and  there  would  be  no  un- 
easiness about  them. 

Treasurer  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny  has 
kindly  sent  us  the  following  translation 
of  a letter  received  by  him  from  a nun  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Convent  in  Adana,  and  we 
publish  it  that  the  churches  may  realize 
to  some  extent  the  unhappy  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  Levant  Mission  fields, 
owing  to  the  European  war,  and  be  moved 
to  more  earnest  prayer  that  the  nations 
may  cease  their  wars'  and  proclaim  their 
loyal  allegiance  to  the  Prince  of  Peace : 
"Messageries  Maritimes  S.  S.  Cale- 
donian, 

“December  13,  1914. 

“ Monsieur  the  Doctor: 

“The  nuns  of  St.  Joseph  of  Lyons,  hav- 
ing been  expelled  from  Adana,  sojourned 
at  the  American  Mission  in  Mersina, 
where  they  were  received  with  the  most 
cordial  hospitality.  Miss  Sterrett,  through 
our  medium,  has  charged  herself  to  send 
you  the  knowledge  of  the  news  below.  Dr. 
Kennedy,  professor  at  Alexandretta,  has 
been  taken  as  a hostage  to  Adana. 

“The  government  has  also  had  all  the 
French,  English  and  Eussian  dragomen 
seized,  and  has  sent  them  into  the  in- 
terior, therefore  M.  Mavrommati  and  Dr. 
Baos  have  been  exiled  to  Cesarea,  those 
from  Damascus  and  Aleppo  passed  sev- 


eral days  in  Adana  and  are  to  be  con- 
ducted to  Koniah  or  Cesarea.  The  Kev- 
erend  Jesuit  Fathers,  who  were  to  have 
embarked  with  us,  received  a formal  pro- 
hibition, one  hour  before  departure.  We 
had  to  leave  them  in  anxiety  and  since 
then  no  news.  This  is  a complete  spolia- 
tion of  our  goods,  our  personal  property 
and  real  estate.  Miss  Sterrett  could  not 
write  this  to  you,  because  the  surveillance 
is  of  extreme  severity.  For  two  months 
no  communication  has  been  possible, 
neither  papers  nor  letters  arrive,  and 
everything  is  scrutinized  with  care.  They 
search  thoroughly  those  who  embark  or 
disembark. 

“This  is  the  reason  I am  writing  to  you 
on  board,  Monsieur  the  Doctor,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  Miss  Sterrett,  to  whom 
we  shall  remain  very  grateful. 

“Please  accept  kindly,  Monsieur,  our 
religious  salutations. 

“Sr.  St.  Joseph.” 

January  9,  1915. 

On  Jan.  7,  1915,  Dr.  Metheny  received 
the  following  cable  from  Alexandretta, 
which  he  at  once  passed  on  to  us : 

“Kennedy  and  I prisoners — later  ex- 
pelled. Families  remaining — all  well. 
Self  going  to  Belfast,  Edgar.” 

This  cable  reveals  the  spirit  of  the 
Turkish  officials.  And  yet  these  brethren 
are  safe,  and  we  can  confidently  leave 
them  and  their  families  and  associates  in 
service  in  the  righteous  hands  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord,  who  orders  all  things  and 
controls  all  things  and  has  pledged  His 
word  to  make  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  those  who  love  God  and  are 
the  called  according  to  His  purpose.  We 
stand  amazed  at  the  terrible  war  that 
convulses  Europe,  and  yet  we  can  calmly 
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sing : “ J esns  sitteth  above  tbe  water  floods 
and  Jesns  remaineth  King  forever.”  We 
rest  assured  that  He  will  continue  to  be  a 
wall  of  fire  around  our  missionaries  and 
the  glory  in  the  midst  of  them. 

% 

Writing  from  Yew  Concord,  0.,  Jan. 
13,  1915,  Eev.  E.  C.  Mitchell  reports  safe 
arrival,  after  spending  a month  and  a 
half  on  the  way.  He  says : “Mrs.  Mitchell 
stood  the  trip  as  well  as  we  expected. 
- - - The  jolting  of  the  train  hurt  her 

more  than  the  rolling  of  the  ship. 

We  are  planning  to  go  to  Battle  Creek 
Sanitarium  as  soon  as  we  can  make  ar- 
rangements, as  the  treatment  there  has 
been  recommended  to  us  by  the  doctors 
both  in  China  and  in  the  United  States.” 

The  Student  Volunteer  Movement,  25 
Madison  Avenue,  Yew  York,  has  sent  us 


at  least,  in  the  class  to  whom  Christ  will 
say,  *T  was  naked  and  ye  clothed  Me.” 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Ransom. 

THANK  OFFERING. 

The  months  are  passing  swiftly.  I 
hope  the  women  of  Pittsburgh  Presby- 
tery are  keeping  in  mind  our  annual 
Thank  Offering.  We  are  not  as  yet  able 


THE  PRESENT  WORLD  SITUATION. 

Bv  Dr.  John  R.  Mott. 

“The  object  of  this  book,”  says  the 
author  in  his  preface,  “is  to  show  that 
the  present  world  situation — a situation 
unprecedented  in  opportunity,  in  danger 
and  in  urgency,  demands  from  the  forces 
of  pure  Christianity  the  development  and 
exercise  of  statesmanship,  the  Christian- 
ization of  the  impact  of  our  Western  civ- 
ilization on  the  non-Christian  world,  a 
closer  and  more  practical  co-operation  and 
unity  among  Christians  in  their  mission- 
ary task,  and  a far  larger  emphasis  on 
the  spiritual  side  of  the  stupendous  un- 
dertaking of  making  Christ  and  His 
truth  known  and  obetred  among  all  men.” 
We  cordially  commend  this  volume  to* 
our  readers  as  one  of  exceptional  interest 
and  force. 

Price,  $1  net. 


to  present  to  you  a special  object  for 
cur  Thank  Offering  this  year.  We  hope 
to  make  such  an  announcement  in  the 
near  future.  I should  be  very  glad  to  re- 
ceive suggestions  front  any  of  the  women, 
which  we  may  present  to  the  Executive 
Committee  at  its  next  meeting. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Martin, 

Thank  Offering  Secretary, 


Letters  reached  us  from  Mersina,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Metheny  from  - 
Alexandretta,  after  Olive  Trees  was  made  up,  and  we  can  only  find  room  to  say 
that  all  are  safe  and  in  about  normal  health.  Yo  advance  work  is  being  imdertaken 
for  numerous  and  obvious  reasons.  Dr.  Kennedy  “was  taken  to  Adana  under  guard 
and  handed  over  to  the  governor  of  the  district.  The  governor  took  his  passport 
and  kept  it.  He  is  allowed  to  go  about  the  city,  but  of  course  under  the  eyes  of 
the  police  all  the  time.”  In  a recent  letter  to  Miss  Sterrett,  he  says  that  every  one 
is  “very  kind  to  him,  and  aside  from  not  having  anything  to  do,  he  thinks  he 
ought  to  be  content.” 

444 

A lady  who  is  over  eighty  3rears  of  age  had  a dollar  given  to  her  as  a Christmas 
present.  She  has  sent  the  dollar  for  Olive  Trees  for  1915.  If  Olive  Trees  is  worth 
a dollar  to  one  who  is  over  eighty,  it  is  worth  ten  times  that  to  those  from  eight  to 
twenty  years  of  age. — R.  A.  Blair. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D ' 

Rey.  Samuel  Edgar 


J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  on  furlough. . 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns 


- Latakia,  Syria. 


Rey.  Robert  E.  Willson,  on  furlough 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D. 

Mr.  J.  French  Carithers 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  F.  Elma  French,  on  furlough 


Mersina , Asia  Minor 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll ) 

Mr.  Roy  Esmond  Smith C La  mac  a,  Cyprus. 

Mr.  Dwight  H.  Conner J 


Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia , Cyprus. 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Rey.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb,  on  furlough 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D. 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.D.on  furlough 

Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 
Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 


Tak  Hing  Ckau,  IV est  River , 

South  China. 


Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart PoSing , West  River,  South  China. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean,  on  furlough  ) 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell > Lo  Ting , via  Canton,  South  China. 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D ) 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission, 

Apache , O.  T. 


Rev.  W.  J.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission, 

Selma,  Ala. 


Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  Jewish  Mission, 

800  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Jewish  Mission  and  Church  Erection — 
Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers',  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’  Aid;  National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby, 
41 1 Penn  Building  pittsburg,  Pa. 

Aged  Peopled  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Transportation  Agency 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


All  questions  relating  to  Railway  and  Steamship  Rates 
for  Missionaries  and  Freight  should  he  addressed  to 


WILLIAM  G.  CARSON, 


205  SOUTH  42d  STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Telephone,  785  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 


508  WEST  134th  STREET 


ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN 


NEW  YORK 


A.  LASER, 

Manager 


PRESCRIPTIONS  FILLED 
GLASSES  FITTED 


HERBERT  & HUESGEN  CO. 

ORTTCT  A CAMERAS  AND 

' /I  1 IDliYll  O PHOTO  SUPPLI 


2 EAST  42d  STREET  1WFW  YORK  501  FIFTH  AVENUE 

Telephone,  Murray  Hill  624  (Take  Elevator) 


Takfikn*.  2700  Wertk.  Established  I860. 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 


52  to  55  DUANE  STREET, 


NEW  YORK. 


JAMES  S.  TIBBV  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 


WRIT 


FOR  PRICES 


